
 Crime Prevention 
 Merit Badge Workbook 

This workbook can help you but you still need to read the merit badge pamphlet (book).  No one can add or subtract from the Boy 
Scout Requirements #33216.  Each Scout must do each requirement.  Merit Badge Workbooks and more: Online Resources. 

Send comments to the workbook developer: craig@craiglincoln.com.  Requirements revised: 2006, Workbook updated: May 2009. 
 
Scout’s Name:  ____________________________________________                          Unit:  ____________________________  
Counselor’s Name:  ________________________________________     Counselor’s Ph #:  ____________________________  
1. Discuss the role and value of laws in society with regard to crime and crime prevention.  ______________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 Include in your discussion the definitions of "crime"  ___________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 and "crime prevention."  ________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
2. Prepare a notebook of newspaper and other clippings that addresses crime and crime prevention efforts in your community.  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
3. Discuss the following with your counselor:  
a. The role of citizens, including youth, in crime prevention  _______________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
b. Gangs and their impact on the community  __________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
c. When and how to report a crime  _________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
4. After doing EACH of the following, discuss with your counselor what you have learned.  
a. Inspect your neighborhood for opportunities that may lead to crime.  ______________________________________________  
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  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  Learn how to do a crime prevention survey.  ________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
b. Using the checklist in this (the merit badge) pamphlet, conduct a security survey of your home and discuss the results with your 

family.  (Home Safety Checklist) __________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
5. Teach your family or patrol members how to protect themselves from crime at home,  ________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 at school, in your community,  ____________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 and while traveling.  ____________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
6. Help raise awareness about one school safety issue facing students by doing ONE of the following:  
a. Create a poster for display on a school bulletin board.  ________________________________________________________  
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b. With permission from school officials, create a page long public service announcement that could be read over the public address 

system at school or posted on the school's Web site.  _________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
c. Make a presentation to a group such as a Cub Scout den that addresses the issue.  _________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
7. Do ONE of the following:  
a. Assist in the planning and organization of a crime prevention program in your community such as Neighborhood Watch, 

Community Watch, or Crime Stoppers. Explain how this program can benefit your neighborhood.  ______________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
b. With your parent's and counselor's approval, visit a jail or detention facility or a criminal court hearing.  __________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 Discuss your experience with your counselor.  _______________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
8. Discuss the following with your counselor:  
a. How drug abuse awareness programs, such as "Drugs: A Deadly Game," help prevent crime  _________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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b. Why alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana are sometimes called "gateway drugs" and how "gateway drugs" can lead to the use of 

other drugs  __________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
c. Three resources in your city where a person with a drug problem or drug-related problem can go for help  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
d. How the illegal sale and use of drugs lead to other crimes  _____________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
e. How to recognize child abuse  ___________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
f. The three R's of Youth Protection  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
9. Discuss the following with your counselor:  
a. The role of a sheriff's or police department in crime prevention.  _________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
b. The purpose and operation of agencies in your community that help law enforcement personnel prevent crime, and how those 

agencies function during emergency situations.  _____________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
c. Explain the role private security plays in crime prevention.  _____________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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d. Choose a career in the crime prevention or security industry that interests you.  _____________________________________  
 Describe the level of education required ____________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 and responsibilities of a person in that position.  ______________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 Tell why this position interests you.  _______________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Online Resources:  (Use any Internet resource with caution and only with your parent’s or guardian’s permission.) 
Boy Scouts of America: ►scouting.org ►Guide to Safe Scouting  ►Age-Appropriate Guidelines ►Safe Swim Defense 
 ►Scout ►Tenderfoot ►Second Class ►First Class  Rank Videos ►Safety Afloat  
Boy Scout Merit Badge Workbooks: BSA Troop 780 -or- meritbadge.org -or- usscouts.org Merit Badge Books: 
www.scoutstuff.org 
Requirement Resources 
These resources and much more are at: http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Crime_Prevention  
1. Law Definition, Overview, History, etc. - Definiton of "Law" - Crime - Crime Prevention 
3. The National Crime Prevention Council - Nat. Sheriffs' Association - Nat. McGruff House Network - Youth Crime Watch - Nat. 
School Safety Center 
3b. Cops Office: Gangs From the Department of Justice 
3c. Call 911 only when you need to - What to do if you see a crime 
4. The Security Checklist you need is included in the Crime Prevention Worksheet.  
5. & 6. Crime prevention: McGruff - Home - School - School Tips - Bullies - Community - Traveling - Traveling Abroad 
7a.Neighborhood Watch-Find your Neighborhood Watch-Crime Stoppers  
8a. Order "Choose to Refuse" - Online Version - USScouts: Choose to Refuse - Drugs: A Deadly Game - DARE 
8b. US DOH: "Smoking May Contribute to Increased Use of Cocaine and Heroin"  

Gateway Drugs Lead to Cocaine Use  Alcohol And Tobacco: Two Dangerous Gateway Drugs  
DARE: Gateway Drugs 

8d. Sources on Drugs and Crime: US Dept of Justice - Whitehouse 
8e. How to recognize child abuse - Another site-more - Encarta 
8f. The Three R's of Youth Protection 
9. Sheriff - Encarta: Police - Wikipedia: Police  
9c. Private Security  
9d. Law Enforcement Careers - CopCareer.Com 
General Resources 
Bureau of Justice Assistance, U.S. Department of Justice: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov  
Nat. Center for Missing & Exploited Children: http://www.missingkids.com  
Nat. Child ID Program: http://www.childidprogram.com  Nat. Com. to Prevent Child Abuse: http://www.childabuse.org  
Nat. Crime Prevention Council: http://www.ncpc.org  Nat. Sheriffs' Association: http://www.sheriffs.org  
Nat. McGruff House Network: http://www.mcgruff.org  Youth Crime Watch of America: http://www.ycwa.org  
Nat. School Safety Center: http://www.nssc1.org   
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Crime Prevention Merit Badge Sample Home Security Checklist 
 

Here are some things to consider with your parent or guardian and counselor.  See your Crime Preventions Merit Badge 
Pamphlet for explanations about each item on the checklist. 
 1. Do you keep a list of all valuable property?  Is at least one copy kept outside your home? 
 2. Do you have a list of the serial numbers of your valuable property (watches, cameras, computers, TVs, etc.)? 
 3. Do you have descriptions/photographs of valuable property from each room in your home (and closets)? 
 4. Do you keep excess cash and other valuables in a bank?  Consider renting a safe deposit box for important papers. 
 5. Do you plan so that you don't need to "hide" a house key under the doormat or in a similar location? 
 6. Do your family members know what to do if they discover a burglar in your home?  Don’t go in!  Dial 911! 
 7. Do family members know to leave everything undisturbed and call the sheriff or police if they discover a burglary? 
 8. Are trees and shrubs trimmed to eliminate hiding places? 
 9. Do you have a security closet with a solid-core door, non-removable hinges, and a deadbolt lock?  For items of value. 
 10. Do you have emergency telephone numbers listed on your phone?  In most areas of the country it is 911. 
 11. Is the outside of your home well lit?  Do you have working porch lights?  Is you yard well illuminated? 
 12. Is your house number easily visible from the street at any hour?  Police need to see your number in an emergency. 
 13. Are ladders locked up and trellises and drainpipes eliminated that can be used as ladders to reach upper floor? 
 14. Are your exterior doors of solid-core construction?  Hollow core wood doors offer little protection from break in. 
 15. Do your entry doors have wide-angle viewers?  Needed so you can see out before opening the door. 
 16. Are your door's locks secure from being opened if a burglar breaks out a pane of glass or a panel of lightweight wood? 
 17. Do exterior doors have cylinder-type deadbolt locks with at least a one-inch throw and a beveled cylinder guard? 
 18. Do doors without cylinder locks have a heavy deadbolt or similar security that can be operated only from the inside? 
 19. Can all of your doors (basement, porch, sliding, French, balcony) be securely locked? 
 20. Do your basement doors have locks that allow you to isolate that part of your home? 
 21. Are all of your locks in good repair? 
 22. Are the door strike-plates installed with three-inch screws?  Three-inch screws will reach the stud inside the wall. 
 23. Do you know everyone who has a key to your home?  Did you change the locks when you moved in? 
 24. Do all out-swinging doors in your home have non-removable pins? 
 25. Do sliding doors have a lock that locks both the door panels together or locks the active side to the frame? 
 26. Is the garage door secured with a padlock, hasp, or other good lock?  Even doors with electric openers need locks. 
 27. Do you lock you garage door at night? 
 28. Do you make sure your garage door is locked when you're away from home? 
 29. Do you lock your car and take out the keys even when it is parked in your garage? 
 30. Are all windows in your home equipped with key locks, or pinned? 
 31. Are your window locks properly and securely mounted? 
 32. Do you keep your windows locked when they are shut? 
 33. Do you use locks that let you lock a window that is partly open? 
 34. Have you replaced or secured louvered windows? 
 35. In high-crime areas, do you use window bars or ornamental grilles?  Make sure bars or grilles don't block fire escape.  
 36. Do you have secure locks on garage windows? 
 37. Do you cover garage windows with curtains or shades? 
 38. Are you as careful to secure basement and second-story windows as you are to secure windows on the first floor? 
 39. Do you use good telephone security procedures? 

Never give personal information (name, age, address, etc.) to a stranger on the telephone. 
Never let a stranger know that you are home alone. 
Never let a stranger on the telephone know when you will or will not be home. 

 40. When planning a trip, do you secure your telephone?  Consider call forwarding or at least check messages daily. 
 41. When you go on a trip, do you arrange for friends or neighbors to pick up newspapers, mail, packages, etc.? 
 42. Do you arrange to make your home look lived-in while you are away?  Ask friends to pick up newspapers, mail, etc. daily.  

Consider light timers.  Ask neighbors to park in your driveway and to put out your trash cans on garbage day. 
 43. Do you notify a neighbor that you'll be gone?  Leave a key with a friend.  Ask that your home be checked every so often. 
 44. Do you notify you police or sheriff that you'll be gone? 
 45. Do you store all your valuables in a secure place while you're gone, such as a safe deposit box in a bank? 
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